
FOREST MANIFESTO -- SIX LEAVES
Six forest-tree references from six continents. The leaves are deliberately stylised; 

the profiles identify the botanical references represented by the six positions.

AFRICA -- African baobab (*Adansonia digitata*)

Native across tropical and southern Africa, especially the 
drier regions from the Sahel and Sudanian zones through 
East and southern Africa. It grows in hot, strongly 
seasonal climates, mainly in savanna, dry woodland and 
wooded grassland rather than rainforest. It is deciduous 
and highly adapted to seasonal drought. Its characteristic 
leaf is divided into five to seven leaflets radiating from one 
point.

EUROPE -- Pedunculate oak (*Quercus robur*)

Native across most of Europe and extending eastwards 
into the Caucasus and western Asia. It is a temperate 
tree of lowland and upland deciduous and mixed forests, 
especially on fertile soils with adequate moisture. It 
tolerates a wide range of conditions and can live for 
centuries. Its deeply lobed leaf is one of the 
characteristic forms of European temperate woodland.

ASIA -- Dipterocarp (*Dipterocarpaceae*)

Dipterocarps are a defining tree family of tropical Asia, 
with their greatest diversity in Southeast Asia, especially 
Borneo, Sumatra, the Malay Peninsula and the 
Philippines. They dominate many warm, humid lowland 
evergreen rainforests and can form much of the upper 
canopy and emergent layer. These forests are among the 
tallest and most biomass-rich tropical forests on Earth.

OCEANIA — Eucalyptus (*Eucalyptus* spp.)

Eucalypts are native principally to Australia, with the 
genus extending northwards into New Guinea and 
neighbouring islands. They occupy an exceptional 
climatic range, from tropical and subtropical regions to 
temperate and semi-arid Australia. Eucalypt forests 
include open woodland, tall forest and mallee 
formations. Fire, drought and nutrient-poor soils are 
major ecological forces shaping many of these 
ecosystems.

NORTH AMERICA -- Sugar maple (*Acer saccharum*)

Native to eastern Canada and the central and eastern 
United States. Sugar maple is characteristic of cool, 
moist temperate climates and rich soils, especially the 
northern hardwood forests of the Great Lakes, 
northeastern United States and Appalachian region. It 
commonly grows with beech, birch, hemlock and other 
deciduous species. Its palmately lobed leaf is a defining 
form of eastern North American temperate forest.

SOUTH AMERICA -- Cecropia (Cecropia spp.)

Native to tropical South America and the wider 
Neotropics, Cecropia grows in warm, humid climates. It is 
characteristic of lowland rainforest, forest margins, gaps 
and disturbed sites, where its rapidly growing species act 
as pioneer trees. Its large, palmately lobed leaves form 
conspicuous crowns and are closely associated with 
tropical forest and ecological disturbance.
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